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My dream for my students is that they feel empowered to 
make change in their situations or surroundings. I believe 
in World Savvy because it allows students to explore 
their interactions with the world and how they can 
start being part of making that change now. My middle 
schoolers learn that their ideas carry weight, that their 
unique perspectives have just as much validity as adults 
when it comes to solving global issues.

“

”- Eli Zimmerman
  World Savvy Educator
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World savvy
World Savvy is a national nonprofit working 
with educators and leaders to help them 
reimagine learning for the 21st century and 
create inclusive, future-ready schools where 
young people are prepared to thrive in a fast-
changing world.

World Savvy helps make teaching and learning 
experiential and relevant for all students. We 
are thrilled that you are considering joining us 
on this journey! As a World Savvy educator, 
you will learn new approaches to project-
based learning and culturally responsive 
pedagogy that create engaging, equitable, 
and student-centered classrooms. You’ll be 
connected to peers across the country who 
share your passion and vision -- and ideas 
and strategies for bringing this to life in your 
teaching practice.

As a result of our work, we envision a world in 
which students graduate:

Equipped to collaborate and cooperate 
as active citizens in more diverse, local 
communities.
Prepared as problem solvers, poised to 
address future local and global challenges 
that are increasingly interconnected and 
interdependent.
With the knowledge and skills necessary 
for future jobs in a global economy.
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What is Global Competence?
Global competence is the skills, values, and 
behaviors that prepare young people to 
thrive in a more diverse, interconnected 
world. In a rapidly changing world, 
the ability to be engaged citizens and 
collaborative problem solvers who are 
ready for the workforce is essential. In the 
21st century and beyond this is what all 
people will need. To be engaged citizens. 
To be prepared for jobs of the future. To 
be local and global problem solvers.

Why Global Competence?
Our current K-12 education system was 
designed when standardized learning and 
testing aimed to prepare young people 
to succeed in standardized jobs and 
homogeneous communities. This system 
is not only outdated, but has also never 
adequately prepared all students for 
success. This is no longer a viable option 
for the U.S.. As our world becomes more 
interconnected and interdependent, and 
the U.S. increasingly diverse, this reality 
must be reflected in how and what we’re 
teaching our students.



What We Do
We partner with students, educators, and school leaders to embed global competence 
throughout learning, teaching, and school culture.
We work with students to explore real-world global content and crucial social justice 
issues, inspiring them to become changemakers in their communities. 
We provide workshops and coaching for educators to create classrooms that explore 
complex global issues, engage all students, and are relevant for our changing world.
We engage whole schools and districts through leadership development, school-wide 
training and professional learning communities, and program assessment. 

This holistic approach allows us to reach the greatest number of students while creating 
deep, meaningful, and lasting shifts in K-12 education. At one of our partner schools in 
California, World Savvy worked with a 7th grade teacher and her students to explore the 
local impact of global issues. One group of students researched poverty and food deserts 
and became concerned about access to healthy food in their community. In order to provide 
consistent access to organic produce, they worked together to find a food truck that wasn’t 
being used two days a week, partnered with the owners and local farmers, and created a 
viable business plan to sell organic, local produce out of the truck.
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Core Regions

States Reached

Where We Work
Since 2002, World Savvy has supported more 
than 735,000 middle and high school youth in 
1,100 schools. World Savvy’s core locations 
are the Bay Area, Twin Cities metro, and 
New York City.  By 2030, World Savvy will 
engage a network of 10,000 schools to 
reach 5 million students -- preparing a new 
generation of empathetic and engaged 
global citizens ready to address complex, 
real-world challenges. 

While we’ve mostly been working in urban 
areas, we’re now piloting our work in rural 
communities, beginning in East Tennessee 
(commenced fall 2017) and Southeastern 
Minnesota (commenced fall 2019). We’re 
supporting local leaders in these regions to 
build an educational ecosystem that centers 
global competence, and contributes to social 
cohesion and prosperity in these communities.



Each school partnership is personalized to reflect the unique strengths, needs, and goals of the 
learning community. 

World Savvy partners comprehensively with middle and high schools across the country to build 
inclusive, adaptive, future-ready learning environments.  Our multi-year partnerships are designed 
collaboratively with school leaders to align with each school’s strategic vision and goals.  Our 
approach is responsive and grounded in a developmental model for implementing global competence 
and 21st Century essential skills across the K-12 learner experience.

World Savvy School Partnership Developmental Model:

Partnership Goals/Intended Outcomes:

Students will...
engage in interdisciplinary project-based learning experiences
have multiple opportunities each year to showcase their work with an authentic audience
grow their confidence and competence as scholars who consistently produce high-quality work
elevate their voice and agency within their learning community

Educators will...
design and implement high-quality, project-based interdisciplinary units at each grade level
grow in their use of culturally responsive practices
employ active learning structures (e.g., design thinking) and practices (e.g., simulations, Socratic 
seminars, etc.) on a regular and consistent basis

School culture will be aligned toward...
Equitable resource allocation to ensure each learner achieves their full potential
Problem solving and innovation
Feedback and revision
Independent and critical thinking
School-wide systems and structures that allow team based collaboration, interdisciplinary learning 
experiences and student action projects
Inclusive, authentic community engagement
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School partnership 

Learning 
Communities

Blended experience personalized 
to the needs and desired 
outcomes of the community

• Newly envisioned
• Goals articulated
• Strong will to implement 

across stakeholder 
groups

• Clear, measurable 
outcomes

• Strategic documents
• Active implementation 

underway

• Institutionalized across 
teaching & learning, 
community culture, and 
organizational structures

• Continuous improvement 
prioritized

Evolving

Emerging Sustaining



Essential Elements:

Situational Assessment
In preparation for a major school / program redesign, it can be helpful to scan and gather data in a 
systematic and participatory manner to generate a deeper understanding of the strengths, assets, 
challenges, and barriers to redesigning the learner experience. 

Educational Approach
World Savvy’s approach to learning is based on the belief that students learn best when they are 
engaged in relevant and important issues that impact their communities and the world. We believe 
that students’ lived experiences and perspectives are assets that can be leveraged in learning every 
day. Our guiding principles and partnership goals:

CULTIVATING CONNECTIONS - We identify and nurture connections to make learning 
personal and relevant. What this looks like in the classroom:
• Personalizing learning to center students’ strengths, needs, and interests
• Emphasizing connections across issues and subjects
• Exploring and nurturing connections across identities
• Constructing meaningful opportunities for collaboration
PROMOTING ACTIVE, INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING - We build competence through 
active learning experiences across disciplines. What this looks like in the classroom:
• Cultivating a learning environment where students can be curious, challenge assumptions, and 

seek multiple perspectives.
• Engaging students in learning that deepens their understanding of the world, builds critical 

and creative thinking skills, and provides exposure to multiple perspectives.
• Creating scaffolds that help students develop their own questions, lead their own research, 

and work independently and collaboratively.
FOSTERING KNOWLEDGE-TO-ACTION - We support students to take informed action in 
their communities and world. What this looks like in the classroom:
• Providing opportunities to research global and local challenges and potential solutions, 

facilitating action-focused learning.
• Illustrating the connections between global issues and local communities.
• Making explicit the connections between understanding and action.
REFLECTING & ADAPTING - We engage in ongoing reflection and adapt to emergent 
needs. What this looks like in the classroom:
• Establishing structured time to reflect on lessons and make changes in real-time to respond to 

learning opportunities and needs
• Intentionally reflecting on student learning to understand what is happening in the classroom.
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“Students will get the opportunity to 
see the community as more than just the 
place they live.”
  - World Savvy educator



Evaluation:
Baseline metrics are identified within the initial situational assessment. Key Progress Indicators (KPIs) 
are then developed in alignment with identified goals/outcomes. Progress monitoring includes:

Evaluation of student work
• Quantitative measures
• Qualitative measures
Teacher development over time:
• Observations
• Quality of units (analysis of unit design)
• Teacher reflections
• Student reflections
• Student presentations (amount and quality)
Teacher and administrator (site and district) self-reflections
School climate (students, staff, community)
• Focus groups
• Surveys
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Program Elements:
Professional Development (school leaders, teachers, staff)
• Workshops
• Online learning (e.g., microcredentials, courses)
• Individual and cohort coaching
• Lesson design/refinement
• Facilitated book study
• Equity Team support (Intercultural Development Inventory)
Student Engagement
• Knowledge to Action experiences
• Celebration of Learning
Community Engagement
• Facilitated gatherings / presentations

90%

IMPACT ON EDUCATORS:

increased 
their 
knowledge 
of how to 
implement 
a project-
based unit.

100%

of educators 
increased 
their ability 
to employ 
design 
thinking.

94%
of educators 
increased 
knowledge 
of global 
competence.

90%
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SYNCHRONOUS ONLINE LEARNING DATE TIME

Making Your Classroom World Savvy – Grades 4 to 6 7/14/2020 9:00-10:30 AM Register

Introduction to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 7/16/2020 4:00-5:00 PM Register 

Leading for Global Competence 7/21/2020 9:00-10:00 AM Register

Integrating World Savvy Series 
(sessions 1-3 below + two personalized coaching sessions)

August 
(dates below) 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Individual Session 1: Introduction to Global Competence 8/6/2020 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Individual Session 2: Case Study Protocol 8/13/2020 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Individual Session 3: Knowledge to Action 8/20/2020 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Introduction to Teaching with the SDGs 8/27/2020 4:00-5:00 PM Register

Integrating World Savvy Series 
(sessions 1-3 below + two personalized coaching sessions)

September 
(dates below) 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 1: Introduction to Global Competence 9/1/2020 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 2: Case Study Protocol 9/8/2020 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 3: Knowledge to Action 9/15/2020 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Introduction to Teaching with the SDGs 9/22/2020 4:30-5:30 PM Register

Integrating World Savvy Series 
(sessions 1-3 below + two personalized coaching sessions)

October (dates 
below) 6:00-7:30 PM Register

Individual Session 1: Introduction to Global Competence 10/1/2020 6:00-7:30 PM Register

Individual Session 2: Case Study Protocol 10/8/2020 6:00-7:30 PM Register

Individual Session 3: Knowledge to Action 10/15/2020 6:00-7:30 PM Register

Introduction to the SDGs 10/22/2020 6:00-7:00 PM Register

Leading for Global Competence 10/6/2020 7:00-8:00 PM Register

Integrating World Savvy Series 
(sessions 1-3 below + two personalized coaching sessions)

November (dates 
below) 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Individual Session 1: Introduction to Global Competence 11/3/2020 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Individual Session 2: Case Study Protocol 11/10/2020 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Individual Session 3: Knowledge to Action 11/17/2020 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Introduction to Teaching with the SDGs 11/24/2020 8:00-9:00 AM Register
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our programs at a glance
All times are Central Standard Time (CST)

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/making-your-classroom-world-savvy-grades-4-to-6-tickets-106995219582
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/104573423926
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/104787538348
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/104791666696
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/104795610492
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/104798723804
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/104798922398
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/104799732822
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/104979801412
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/104985727136
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105100123298
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105113236520
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105114223472
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105115956656
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105117840290
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105119220418
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105119380898
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105151781810
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105119946590
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105133146070
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105137226274
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105144179070
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105144477964
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105152411694


DATE TIME
Leading for Global Competence 12/3/2020 5:00-6:00 PM Register

Integrating World Savvy Series 
(sessions 1-3 below + two personalized coaching sessions)

January 
(dates below) 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Individual Session 1: Introduction to Global Competence 1/7/2021 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Individual Session 2: Case Study Protocol 1/14/2021 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Individual Session 3: Knowledge to Action 1/21/2021 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Introduction to Teaching with the SDGs 1/28/2021 4:00-5:00 PM Register

Integrating World Savvy Series 
(sessions 1-3 below + two personalized coaching sessions)

February 
(dates below) 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 1: Introduction to Global Competence 2/2/2021 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 2: Case Study Protocol 2/9/2021 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 3: Knowledge to Action 2/16/2021 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Introduction to Teaching with the SDGs 2/23/2021 8:00-9:00 AM Register

Leading for Global Competence 2/25/2021 4:30-5:30 PM Register

Integrating World Savvy Series 
(sessions 1-3 below + two personalized coaching sessions)

March 
(dates below) 6:00-7:30 PM Register

Individual Session 1: Introduction to Global Competence 3/4/2021 6:00-7:30 PM Register

Individual Session 2: Case Study Protocol 3/11/2021 6:00-7:30 PM Register

Individual Session 3: Knowledge to Action 3/18/2021 6:00-7:30 PM Register

Introduction to Teaching with the SDGs 3/25/2021 6:00-7:00 PM Register

Integrating World Savvy Series 
(sessions 1-3 below + two personalized coaching sessions)

April 
(dates below) 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 1:  Introduction to Global Competence 4/6/2021 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 2: Case Study Protocol 4/13/2021 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 3: Knowledge to Action 4/20/2021 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Introduction to Teaching with the SDGs 4/27/2021 4:30-5:30 PM Register

Integrating World Savvy Series 
(sessions 1-3 below + two personalized coaching sessions)

May 
(dates below) 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Individual Session 1: Introduction to Global Competence 5/6/2021 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Individual Session 2: Case Study Protocol 5/13/2021 4:00-5:30 PM Register
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105153093734
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105153773768
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105154086704
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105154439760
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105154493922
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105155382580
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105156680462
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105156933218
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105157416664
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105158255172
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105158337418
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105158622270
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105163970266
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105164929134
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105165585096
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105165741564
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105165827822
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105166499832
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105167639240
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105167891996
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105167986278
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105168118674
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105245698718
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105245913360
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105246069828


DATE TIME

Individual Session 3: Knowledge to Action 5/20/2021 4:00-5:30 PM Register

Leading for Global Competence 5/18/2021 9:00-10:00 AM Register

Integrating World Savvy Series 
(sessions 1-3 below + two personalized coaching sessions)

June 
(dates below) 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 1: Introduction to Global Competence 6/1/2021 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 2: Case Study Protocol 6/8/2021 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Individual Session 3: Knowledge to Action 6/15/2021 4:30-6:00 PM Register

Introduction to Teaching with the SDGs 6/22/2021 9:00-10:00 AM Register
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ASYNCHRONOUS ONLINE LEARNING

Case Studies for Analyzing Multiple Perspectives Register

Simulations to Help Students Develop Greater Empathy Register

Small-Group Discussions for Critical Thinking About Global Issues Register

Whole-Class Discussions for Exploring Multiple Perspectives Register

Communicating for Global Action Using Technology Register

Community-Based Learning Experiences Register

Global Collaboration Projects Register

Knowledge to Action Projects Register

M
IC

R
O

C
R

ED
EN

TI
A

LS

IN-PERSON LEARNING DATES TIME

World Savvy Institute (includes two 30-minute coaching 
sessions) - San Francisco

8/4/2020 & 
8/5/2020

8:30 AM - 
3:30 PM Register

World Savvy Institute (includes two 30-minute coaching 
sessions) - Minneapolis

8/11/2020 &
 8/12/2020

8:30 AM - 
3:30 PM Register

Assessment for Global Competence - San Francisco 9/30/2020 8:30 AM - 
3:30 PM Register

World Savvy Institute (includes two 30-minute coaching 
sessions) - San Francisco

10/21/2020 & 
10/22/2020

8:30 AM - 
3:30 PM Register

World Savvy Institute (includes two 30-minute coaching 
sessions) - Minneapolis

11/11/2020 &
 11/12/2020

8:30 AM - 
3:30 PM Register

Assessment for Global Competence - Minneapolis 12/2/2020 8:30 AM - 
3:30 PM Register
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105246148062
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105246326596
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105246711748
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105247030702
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105247746844
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105247869210
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105248061786
https://microcredentials.digitalpromise.org/explore/case-studies-for-analyzing-multiple-perspectives
https://microcredentials.digitalpromise.org/explore/simulations-to-help-students-develop-greater-empat
https://microcredentials.digitalpromise.org/explore/small-group-discussions-for-critical-thinking-abou
https://microcredentials.digitalpromise.org/explore/whole-class-discussions-for-exploring-multiple-per
https://microcredentials.digitalpromise.org/explore/communication-for-global-action-using-technology
https://microcredentials.digitalpromise.org/explore/community-based-learning-experiences
https://microcredentials.digitalpromise.org/explore/global-collaboration-projects
https://microcredentials.digitalpromise.org/explore/knowledge-to-action-projects
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105254613382
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105260872102
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105264438770
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105263828946
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105261116834
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/105267305344


PERSONALIZED SERVICES 
(IN-PERSON OR ONLINE)

School Partnership

Contact 
Us

World Savvy Classrooms

World Savvy Design Challenge 

Coaching for Global Competence

PLC Facilitation 

Promoting Cultural Competence 

Situational Assessment

COMING SOON

Teaching with the SDGs Workshop (SDG-specific) Fall 2020

Teaching with the SDGs Panel Session Fall 2020

World Savvy Elementary Program  - Grade 4-5 Professional Learning and Resources Fall 2020

Asynchronous Professional Learning Fall 2020

Youth Global Leadership Summit Spring 2021

“This program is an excellent way to structure project-based learning and connect 
students to real world institutions and information beyond the classroom.”

- World Savvy educator

As a result of our work with teachers:

of educators increased 
knowledge of global 
competence.90%

of educators 
agreed that World 
Savvy helped them 
intentionally reflect on 
the teaching practice 
and adapt to better 
meet student needs.

85%
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“I am learning about global 
competencies and plan to 
integrate this concept into 
lessons.”

- World Savvy 
webinar participant

S = synchronous A = asynchronous AS = Both

Integrating World Savvy Series + Two Personalized Coaching Sessions

This comprehensive workshop experience includes our three Integrating World Savvy workshops: 
Introduction to Global Competence, Case Study Protocol, and Knowledge to Action followed by two 
30-minute individual sessions where a World Savvy Professional Learning Facilitator will coach to 
implement concepts and strategies introduced in the series.

Individual Session: Introduction to Global Competence

Part 1 of this 3 part series introduces educators to World Savvy’s 
Educational Approach with a deep dive into Global Competence. 
Educator’s will deeply explore Global Competence and its 
importance to self, school and society. 

Educators Grade 6-12

Educators Grade 6-12

Individual Session: Case Study Protocol

In Part 2 of this 3-part series, you will be introduced to World 
Savvy’s Case Study approach – an inquiry-based protocol for 
building background knowledge on significant global issues.

Educators Grade 6-12

Individual Session: Knowledge to Action 

Building on learning from the first two sessions, Part 3 introduces 
the Knowledge to Action process, a methodology grounded in 
design thinking and project-based learning.

Educators Grade 6-12

AS

AS

AS

AS

ONline learning



“World Savvy’s approach is well thought-out 
and delivered by a very competent team. 
Plus the future depends on people being 
concerned about global issues, and realizing 
we are all people with only one home.”

- World Savvy workshop participant
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Teaching with the SDGs Panel Sessions 

Focused on specific SDGs, these panels will provide the opportunity for educators to learn from 
stakeholders about how issues impact local, national, and global communities.

Educators Grade 6-12

Leading for Global Competence

This learning experience, designed for K-12 school leaders, will introduce the World Savvy framework 
for leading schools grounded in global competence, as well as provide concrete steps and resources 
for leading sustainable school-wide changes in culture and classroom practice that prepare all students 
for global citizenship and work in today’s diverse, interconnected world.

School Leaders

Educators Grade 6-12

Introduction to the SDGs

The SDGs offers a framework to better understand global issues, their impact on the local community, 
and how to activate as problem solvers. This webinar will offer community stakeholders the 
opportunity to better understand these issues and explore ways to address them at the local, national, 
and international level.

Introduction to Teaching with the SDGs

The SDGs offer educators a framework for their scholars to better understand global issues and to 
engage as problem solvers. This hands-on workshop will offer educators the opportunity to explore 
resources to enhance and support teaching the SDGs.

Educators Grade 6-12

S

S

AS

S
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Microcredentials 

Through a partnership with Digital Promise, we offer Global Competence Microcredentials, which allow 
educators to demonstrate mastery of a range of skills to promote global competence in the classroom. 
These courses are designed to grow global perspective, empathy, engagement, and action.

Global Competence - Action and Engagement

Communications for 
Global Action Using 

Technology

Community-Based 
Learning 

Experiences

Global 
Collaboration 

Projects

Knowledge 
to Action 
Projects

Global Competence – Perspectives and Empathy

Case Studies for 
Analyzing Multiple 

Perspectives

Simulations to Help 
Students Develop 
Greater Empathy

Small-Group 
Discussions for 

Critical Thinking 
about Global Issues

Whole-Class 
Discussions for 

Exploring Multiple 
Perspectives

New Microcredentials Coming Summer 2020:
• Writing Evidence-Based Arguments about Global Issues
• Accountable Talk about Globally Significant Issues
• Culturally Responsive Teaching in the Global Classroom
• Student Reflection in the Global Classroom
• Collaborative Global Problem Solving
• Inquiry Learning about Globally Significant Issues



World Savvy Institute on Integrating Global Competence 

Our Institute on Integrating Global Competence introduces 
participants to World Savvy’s Educational Approach 
through hands-on learning experiences. Educators will 
deeply explore global competence and its importance in 
the classroom, school, and society. The World Savvy Case 
Study Approach, an inquiry-based protocol for building 
background knowledge on significant global issues will 
be experienced, as well as the Knowledge-to-Action 
design process where educators will use a design thinking 
methodology to arrive at a solution to a local issue. World 
Savvy’s suite of resources will be shared with participants 
as they frame learning experiences. Opportunities for 
reflection, debrief, and open exchange of ideas and 
practice will occur throughout the workshop experience.

Assessment for Global Competence

Our Assessment for Global Competence workshop 
is designed to support educators as they implement 
Knowledge to Action projects in their classrooms. In 
this workshop, educators will collaboratively engage in 
a performance assessment and have the opportunity to 
design their own performance assessment that allows 
scholars to demonstrate their global competencies. 
Educators will also learn new strategies for implementing 
assessment and feedback cycles on global competence 
and be introduced to a number of takeaway World Savvy 
resources to support these efforts.
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Teaching with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG Specific Half Days)

Grounded in our case study model, educators will gain understanding about current issues that 
impact local, national, and global communities and how to embed global competency in the learner 
experience via this highly engaging pedagogical practice.

Educators Grade 6-12

Educators Grade 6-12

Educators Grade 6-12

“When I think about the teaching 
and learning that takes place in 
the classroom through the support 
of World Savvy – I can’t think of 
anything that’s more important 
than that.

- World Savvy teacher

in-person learning
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World Savvy Design Challenge

Knowledge-to-Action (K2A) pop ups are one day design challenges for secondary youth and/or 
adults to come together and create ideas for making change in their community. At a K2A pop up, 
participants will work in groups to explore, grow their empathy, interview, brainstorm, and build action 
around a question addressing an issue in their community. Educators participating in a K2A experience 
will learn how to implement design thinking, design sprints, and design challenges across the learner 
experience.

Promoting Cultural Competence

According to NEA, “Educators with the skills, knowledge, and attitudes to value the diversity among 
students will contribute to an educational system designed to serve all students well.”  Why should 
educators be culturally competent? Because our students are more diverse than ever and we know 
culture plays a critical role in learning. Research also demonstrates that cultural competence leads 
to more effective teaching and helps address student achievement gaps. Using the Intercultural 
Development Inventory® (IDI), a valid and reliable measure of intercultural competence, our team of 
qualified IDI administrators will customize a comprehensive, evidence-based action plan to advance 
cultural competence across your learning community.

Districts

Districts 

Situational Assessment

In preparation for a major school / program redesign, it is essential to gather and analyze data in a 
systematic and participatory manner to generate a deeper understanding of the strengths, assets, 
challenges, and barriers to redesigning the learner experience.  Application of a developmental 
framework eliminates judgement and informs planning, implementation, and progress monitoring. The 
scope of the situational assessment is determined in partnership with school and community leaders. 
Program components include professional development; scholar and community engagement; and a 
comprehensive, facilitated evaluation model.

District

personalized services

World Savvy Classrooms

The World Savvy Classrooms program integrates the highest level of global competence learning 
into classrooms by combining professional development and consulting for educators with project-
based learning for K-12 students. The Classrooms program is aligned with and supports Common Core 
state standards, ensuring students learn the required ‘core’ content mandated by state and national 
standards, in a way that establishes real-world connections to the material.

Educators Grade 6-12

Coaching and PLC Facilitation

Program staff personalize coaching/consulting to the needs of the learning community and individual 
educators. Our expertise includes curriculum writing, pedagogy, program design/redesign, evaluation, 
etc.

Educators Grade 6-12



A first-of-its-kind online, graduate-level certificate 
for educators, to deeply integrate global 
competence into their teaching practice; includes 
a theory-to-action model of online coursework 
taught by experts from around the world, immersive 
global fieldwork abroad (Mexico + Kenya in 2021), 
and peer-to-peer collaborative capstone work to 
implement changes in the classroom/school/district. 
The total cost for the 12-credit program is split over 
2 fiscal years and includes all tuition and fees as well 
as airfare from regional departure hubs for an 18-day 
global immersion experience.
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PROGRAM MODEL:

THINK 
Courses

LEARN 
Courses

DO 
Courses

GLOBAL 
Fieldwork

CAPSTONE 
Seminar

Consider broad 
systems and 
perspectives in an 
interconnected 
world. Two 
required courses 
(2 credits each):

Explore topics 
of major global 
significance for 
the 21st century. 
Choose two 
electives 
(1 credit each).

Integrate Global 
Competence in 
classroom practice. 
Choose two 
electives 
(1 credit each).

2-3 weeks 
immersive 
experience to 
deepen learning. 
Past locations 
have included:

Apply key 
learnings to a 
Capstone project 
in a collaborative 
setting. Past 
Capstone projects 
have included:

Introduction 
to Global 
Competence
Dialoguing 
in Global 
Education

 
One elective (1 
credit; can be 
substituted for a 
LEARN elective):

 
Global Systems

Sustainability & 
Environment
Human Rights 
and Global 
Competence
Poverty
Economic 
Globalization
Aesthetic
Experience 
and Global 
Competence

Digital Pedagogy 
& Global 
Competence
Inquiry-based 
Learning 
for Global 
Competence
Discussion 
Leadership 
for Global 
Competence
Curriculum, 
Instruction & 
Assessment 
for Global 
Competence

Columbia
Ecuador
Nicaragua 
Uganda

Trimester-long 
student project 
on migration
Course to 
accompany 
study abroad 
for educators in 
training
Global Health 
and World 
Perspectives 
course for urban 
high school
District-
wide global 
competency 
culture project

“The GCC has made a huge impact in 
my classroom. We have time set aside 
each week for global connections in our 
classroom. My students are spending 
more time learning about other people, 
other cultures and how we connect to 
the larger global community.”

- Kristy Ardinger
Countryside Elementary, MN

global competence 
certificate

Educators
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World Savvy Website Resources (www.worldsavvy.org/educator-resources/)

Case Studies -
World Savvy developed case studies as a way for students to understand the impact that global 
issues have on local communities and to understand the interconnections and interdependencies 
between communities and the issues they face. Each case study looks at a significant global issue in 
a very localized context. The case studies provide students with multiple resources from a variety of 
sources that helps them unpack and make meaning of that particular global issue. World Savvy also 
create case studies that are customized for our district and school partners. 

Collaborator’s Guide -
World Savvy’s Collaborator’s Guide is designed to lead students through an exploration of their own 
identity and the communities of which they are a part. Students will have an opportunity to explore 
and investigate some of the most relevant social, political, cultural, economic, and environmental 
barriers. Additionally, they will examine the impact of barriers throughout history, focusing on 
building empathy, understanding perspectives, examining individual and group identities, and 
identifying current and relevant local and global barriers or breaking of barriers.

Knowledge to Action -
Our primary tool for engaging students as changemakers in global and community issues is the 
Knowledge to Action plan (K2A). Based in Design Thinking, K2A is a multi-step process in which 
youth learn about an issue, research potential solutions to address the root causes of the issue, think 
creatively and critically about how they can impact the issue, and devise an action plan to create 
positive change. 

The Knowledge-to-Action Collaboratory is a Google Hyper-doc based student project planning 
platform. Accessible via computer or tablet, the Collaboratory includes resources, tools, and thinking 
maps aligned to the K2A process.

Educator’s Guide -
The K2A Educator Guide is the educator-facing complement to the K2A Collaboratory. This guide 
provides technical support as well as strategies, tools, and resources aligned with each stage of the 
Knowledge to Action design process.

Multi-Lingual Learner Toolkit -
The toolkit provides educators with resources to work with multi-lingual learners in their classrooms.

World Savvy Mobile Resources (Apple Store and Google Play Store)

World Savvy Educators’ Network App -
This app invites educators across the globe to share their work, spotlight student learning, problem-
solve, pass along resources, laugh, celebrate, and learn!

our resources

http://www.worldsavvy.org/educator-resources/


CONTACT US
info@worldsavvy.org
worldsavvy.org

San Francisco, CA
600 California Street, 11th Floor                                        
San Francisco, CA 94108

Minneapolis, MN
1330 Lagoon Ave., 4th Floor
Minneapolis, MN 55408

mailto:info%40worldsavvy.org?subject=
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