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UN Sustainable Development Goal #10 

 
POSSIBLE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

• What were the citizen’s rights 
denied to LGBT persons during the 
1969 Stonewall Uprising? 

• Why were LGBT citizens denied 
their rights? 

• Why did President Obama make 
The Stonewall Inn a national 
monument? 

• What parts of the history of 
Stonewall are under told? Why 
does this happen and why is it 
important?  

• Where do you see similar citizen’s 
rights issues today in the LGBT 
community? In the U.S. and 
globally? 

BACKGROUND 
“All people have an equal right to live free from violence, 
persecution, discrimination and stigma. International human 
rights law establishes legal obligations on States to ensure 
that every person, without distinction, can enjoy these rights” 
(The World Health Organization 2017). 
 
Throughout United States history, and certainly at the time of 
the Stonewall Uprising in 1969, LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender) persons have been denied many of their 
basic rights as U.S. citizens. In fact, LGBT people have been 
actively and openly discriminated against in all areas of life—
in schools, the workplace, housing, family life, and the judicial 
system. Moreover, historically, when LGBT citizens made 
efforts to assert their basic rights they were often met with 
harassment and violence from law enforcement. When the 
LGBT community succeeded in creating public gathering 
spaces where LGBT persons could openly express their 
identities, specifically gay bars, in more tolerant parts of New 
York City and San Francisco, police would target these places 
for humiliating raids. In these raids bar patrons would be 
questioned, cited, and occasionally arrested for the illegal act 
of publicly expressing their sexual orientation and/or gender. 
 
The Stonewall Uprising was a turning point for the LGBT 
community. Inspired by the counterculture movement 
peaking in 1969 which included the black rights and women’s 
movements, the LGBT community did not want to live in the 
shadows any longer. The Stonewall Inn was a popular gay bar 
in New York City that often got raided by local police. On the 
night of June 28, 1969, there was yet another raid. But that 
night, the LGBT community decided spontaneously to resist 
the police and their discriminatory practices. During the raid, 
the bar patrons fought back against the police and as word 
spread of the resistance, hundreds in the community—LGBT 
and allies—joined them in the streets. For four days and 
nights, the police barricaded themselves in the bar while the 
community protested against centuries of unfair and illegal 
treatment. The protests provided an opportunity for the LGBT 
community to publicly express their outrage at the 
discrimination they were facing. Marsha P. Johnson and 
Sylvia Rivera, two trans women of color, are credited as being 
2 of the main leaders of these events. 
 
The Stonewall Uprising was a turning point for the gay rights 
movement. Following this event, the movement coalesced 
around the organization The Gay Liberation Front. The group 
founded the Gay Pride parade movement as well as many 
other initiatives to support the LGBT community.  Many 
people critique the resulting actions and coverage of the 
event, then and now, as being narrowly focused on rights for 
white, gay, individuals, and not representative intersectional 
identities, especially those of the trans women of color who 
are credited to have started it all. The historic importance of 
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this event was cemented when President 
Obama declared Stonewall a national 
monument in June of 2016.  Furthermore, 
we can see the legacy of the Stonewall 
Uprising in the LGBT rights movement 
today such as in the legal fight against the 
transgender bathroom bills passed in 
several states. 
 
RESOURCES 
 
Personal Stories 

● Stonewall Participants (PBS) 
● Channel 13 Mark Segal's Story (NY 

PBS)  
● Free and Equal Personal Stories 

(UN) 
● * Gavin Grimm's Case at the 

Supreme Court (ACLU) 
● Genevieve Tatum Oral History 

(time: 38:51-48:54, p.17-21 of the 
transcript) (New York Public 
Library)  

● Biography - Inside Marsha P. 
Johnson and Sylvia Riviera's 
Friendship  

● Smithsonian - Five Trailblazers You 
Should Know: Pride Edition 

 
Art 

● Marsha “Pay It no Mind” Johnson 
(Micah Bazant)  

● Marsha P Johnson "A Message for 
You" 

● #BlackOutPride Photo Album and 
Action Overview (Kelly Hayes) 

● On This Day - June 28 - The 
Stonewall Riots (Getty Images) 

● Images From the Stonewall 
Uprising’s Final Night (NYT)  

● American Experience Photo Gallery 
(PBS) 

● Artists and Creatives Reflect on 
How Stonewall Changed Art (Artsy)  

 

Articles 
● Rights and Responsibilities (USHS)  
● We The People - The Bill of Rights 

(Scholastic) 
● Citizen Rights Sources (National 

Geographic) 

● http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/
constitution_day/inside/index.asp?article=billofrights 

● Explaining Stonewall (NPR)  
● Stonewall Inn Response to LGBT Executive Order (The 

Guardian) 
● An Amazing 1969 Account of the Stonewall Uprising 

(The Atlantic) 
● * Obama Announces Stonewall Inn National 

Monument (The Guardian)  
● Cuba's Gay Rights Evolution (NY Times) 
● Marsha Johnson, Sylvia Rivera, and the History of Pride 

Month (Smithsonian) 
● Stonewall, Drag, and the Influence of "Paris is 

Burning" (Georgia Voice)  
● A More Inclusive Remembrance of Stonewall (ASU) 
● Gay Rights Activists Give Their Verdict on Stonewall: 

'This Film Is No Credit to the History It Purports to 
Portray' (The Guardian)  

 
Data, Maps, and Websites 

● The History of the Right to Love (UNFE) 
● Snapshot: LGBTQ Equality by State (LGBTQMap)  
● A Map of Gender-Diverse Cultures (PBS)  
● The Stonewall Inn NYC 
● * Infographic: Pride Parades Around the World 

(Column Five) 
● * Stonewall Forever  
● Citizen Rights Sources (National Geographic) 
● * Free and Equal Site (UN) 
● Stonewall Rebellion Collection & Archives (NYT)  

 
Videos 

● American Experience Stonewall Movie Clip (PBS) 
● * Rights Watch Transgender Students (ACLU) 
● Stonewall Uprising (PBS) 
● * Happy Birthday Marsha  
● Did Hollywood Whitewash Stonewall? (Decoded) 
● Intersectionality 101 (Teaching Tolerance) 
● Why We Owe Pride to Black Transgender Women 

Who Threw Bricks at Cops (USA Today)  
 
Games 

● iCivics Games 
● Safe Zone Project Activities  

 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/biography/stonewall-participants/
http://www.thirteen.org/metrofocus/2015/11/eyewitness-turned-reporter-tells-real-story-of-stonewall/
http://www.thirteen.org/metrofocus/2015/11/eyewitness-turned-reporter-tells-real-story-of-stonewall/
https://www.unfe.org/campaigns/
https://www.unfe.org/campaigns/
https://www.aclu.org/video/gavin-grimm-suits-supreme-court
https://www.aclu.org/video/gavin-grimm-suits-supreme-court
http://oralhistory.nypl.org/interviews/genevieve-tatum-z02le4
http://oralhistory.nypl.org/interviews/genevieve-tatum-z02le4
http://oralhistory.nypl.org/interviews/genevieve-tatum-z02le4
http://oralhistory.nypl.org/interviews/genevieve-tatum-z02le4
https://www.biography.com/news/marsha-p-johnson-sylvia-rivera-friendship
https://www.biography.com/news/marsha-p-johnson-sylvia-rivera-friendship
https://www.biography.com/news/marsha-p-johnson-sylvia-rivera-friendship
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/five-trailblazers-you-should-know-pride-edition
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/five-trailblazers-you-should-know-pride-edition
https://www.micahbazant.com/marsha-p-johnson/
https://www.micahbazant.com/marsha-p-johnson/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBEHJk4K5Kg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBEHJk4K5Kg
https://www.facebook.com/hayeskelly/media_set?set=a.992294354137941.1073741867.100000721566451&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/hayeskelly/media_set?set=a.992294354137941.1073741867.100000721566451&type=3
https://www.gettyimages.com/album/on-this-day-june-28-the-stonewall-riots-protests-against-a-police--jgRfCuVshUaS1ita_vShuQ#an-unidentifed-group-of-young-poeple-celebrate-outside-the-boardedup-picture-id83599284
https://www.gettyimages.com/album/on-this-day-june-28-the-stonewall-riots-protests-against-a-police--jgRfCuVshUaS1ita_vShuQ#an-unidentifed-group-of-young-poeple-celebrate-outside-the-boardedup-picture-id83599284
https://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/06/01/images-from-the-stonewall-uprisings-final-night/
https://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/06/01/images-from-the-stonewall-uprisings-final-night/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/photo-gallery/stonewall/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/photo-gallery/stonewall/
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-8-artists-creatives-reflect-stonewall-changed-art
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-8-artists-creatives-reflect-stonewall-changed-art
https://my.uscis.gov/citizenship/information
https://wethepeople.scholastic.com/grade-4-6/bill-of-rights.html
https://wethepeople.scholastic.com/grade-4-6/bill-of-rights.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.org/topics/civil-rights/
http://www.nationalgeographic.org/topics/civil-rights/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/constitution_day/inside/index.asp?article=billofrights
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/constitution_day/inside/index.asp?article=billofrights
http://www.npr.org/sections/itsallpolitics/2013/01/22/169984209/stonewall-explaining-obamas-historic-gay-rights-reference
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/04/stonewall-inn-lgbt-rights-trump-executive-order
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/04/stonewall-inn-lgbt-rights-trump-executive-order
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2013/01/an-amazing-1969-account-of-the-stonewall-uprising/272467/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2013/01/an-amazing-1969-account-of-the-stonewall-uprising/272467/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/24/obama-announces-stonewall-inn-national-monument
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/24/obama-announces-stonewall-inn-national-monument
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/21/opinion/sunday/cubas-gay-rights-evolution.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FStonewall%20Rebellion&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=38&p
https://www.si.edu/stories/marsha-johnson-sylvia-rivera-and-history-pride-month
https://www.si.edu/stories/marsha-johnson-sylvia-rivera-and-history-pride-month
https://thegavoice.com/culture/tv/stonewall-drag-and-the-influence-of-paris-is-burning/
https://thegavoice.com/culture/tv/stonewall-drag-and-the-influence-of-paris-is-burning/
https://news.asu.edu/20190627-solutions-more-inclusive-remembrance-stonewall
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2015/sep/25/stonewall-film-gay-rights-activists-give-their-verdict
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2015/sep/25/stonewall-film-gay-rights-activists-give-their-verdict
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2015/sep/25/stonewall-film-gay-rights-activists-give-their-verdict
https://www.unfe.org/the-history-of-the-right-to-love-if-youre-gay/
https://www.lgbtmap.org/equality-maps
https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/content/two-spirits_map-html/
https://thestonewallinnnyc.com/
https://www.good.is/infographics/infographic-pride-parades-around-the-world#open
https://www.good.is/infographics/infographic-pride-parades-around-the-world#open
https://stonewallforever.org/
http://www.nationalgeographic.org/topics/civil-rights/
https://www.unfe.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/stonewall-rebellion
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/stonewall-legacy-stonewall-riots/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/stonewall/player/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/stonewall/player/
https://www.aclu.org/video/rights-watch-transgender-students
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/stonewall/#part01
http://www.happybirthdaymarsha.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cDZTV1x-E8&list=PL3LPJqs3ishLuGtGGUutLq6H9VLLVT_ui&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6dnj2IyYjE
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/voices/2019/06/24/pride-month-black-transgender-women-stonewall-marsha-p-johnson/1478200001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/voices/2019/06/24/pride-month-black-transgender-women-stonewall-marsha-p-johnson/1478200001/
https://www.icivics.org/games
https://thesafezoneproject.com/activities/

