
 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL #13

• Take urgent action to combat 
climate change and its impacts 

POSSIBLE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• What features of communities 

make them especially 
vulnerable to climate change? 

• In what ways is climate change 
a global problem? 

• What are the factors that make 
the drought in Somalia 
especially difficult to deal with? 

• Is Somalia going to be able to 
adapt to more drought and 
other consequences of climate 
change? What are some 
promising ideas? What are the 
major challenges? 

 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
For about 10,000 years, the earth's climate has been 
unusually stable. This stability has been conducive to 
the development of human civilization and is referred 
to as the Holocene State. The climate stability of the 
Holocene was expected to last for thousands of years. 
However, since the start of the Industrial Revolution 
about 200 years ago, the average global temperature 
has risen about 2°F. This change in temperature can be 
accredited to increasing greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere, which trap heat from the sun radiating off 
the surface of the Earth. A main contributor to recent 
changes in greenhouse gas concentrations is human 
use of oil, coal, and other fossil fuels in industrial and 
domestic processes. 
 
Rising temperatures are not the only consequence of 
our changing atmosphere. Scientists predict that 
higher average temperatures are also associated with 
more variable temperature periods such as heat waves. 
Climate change is also likely influencing precipitation 
patterns that lead to more superstorms, flooding, and 
periods of drought. These changes in the climate are 
already having a significant impact on human activities 
across the globe. One sector that is especially 
vulnerable to climate change is agriculture, which is 
highly sensitive to changes in temperature and rainfall 
patterns.  
 
This case study is organized around a video from the 
Under-told Stories Project [“Drought and Famine 
Threaten Life for Nomadic Somali Herders (July 2017)”] 
that focuses on drought and agriculture in Somaliland, 
a break-away region of Somalia. Somalia in Eastern 
Africa is one of the areas of the world that is most likely 
to be vulnerable to climate change effects. Somalia has 
already started seeing effects through changing 
precipitation patterns that have sometimes led to 
severe droughts. In 2015-early 2017, drought in Somalia 
led to food shortages for more than 6 million people, or 
half the country's population. Drought is especially 
impacting nomadic farmers in Somalia, resulting in the 
death of livestock and forcing large-scale migration. 
Loss and migration puts strain on communities and can 
often lead to social turmoil. 
  

 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13
http://undertoldstories.stthomas.edu/drought-and-famine-threaten-life-for-nomadic-somali-herders/
http://undertoldstories.stthomas.edu/drought-and-famine-threaten-life-for-nomadic-somali-herders/


RESOURCES 
 
Personal Stories 

• Climate for Conflict - ABC News 
• In Search For Water - United 

Nations Development 
Programme (ABC News) 

• Personal Stories Video (Climate 
Reality) 

• How Somali Pirates Affect 
Climate Change Research (The 
Atlantic) 

 
Articles 

• Overview of Somalia (BBC 
News) 

• Climate Change and Famine in 
Somalia (Stimson) 

• Planetary Boundaries (Nature) 
• Somalia Conflict and Famine 

(The Conversation) 
• Scientists sound the alarm over 

drought in East Africa: what 
must happen next (The 
Conversation) 

• Empowering Pastoralist 
Communities to Manage 
Climate Change (UNDP 
Somalia) 

• UN Security Council makes 
"Historic" Warning on Climate 
Threat to Somalia (Climate 
Home News) 

• Mapping the Devastation of 
Somalia's Drought (Modern 
Diplomacy) 

• An Unlikely Early Adopter of the 
Paris Climate Agreement: 
Somalia - Audio (The World) 

  
Data and Maps 

• The Most Drought Prone 
Countries In The World (World 
Atlas) 

• Time Series Atmospheric CO2 
2002-2022 (NASA) 

• Time Series World Temperature 
1884-2021 (NASA) 

• Somalia hit by worst drought crisis in a decade: 
NGO (Al Jazeera)  

 
Photos 

• Horn of Africa | Food Insecurity and Drought | 
January 2018 – DG ECHO Daily Map | 08/02/2018 
(Relief Web) 

• Somalia: Acute Food Insecurity Situation January 
- March 2021 and Projection for April - June 2021 
(IPC) 

• Consequences of Climate Change (World.350)  
 
Websites 

• UNDP Somalia 
• Climate Central 
• The Ground Truth Project Somalia  
• UNDP - Somalia  

 
Solutions 

• Amid Persistent Drought, a Nation of Herders 
Plots a New Course (Solutions Journalism) 
 

 
Developed by students of University of St. Thomas 
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