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Source:  “America At Hunger’s Edge,” New York Times

Zeroing in on Hunger:
Closing the gap during
uncertain times
POSSIBLE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
● Why is there hunger in the US when we live in a world

of plenty? What accounts for rising worldwide hunger
and food insecurity?

● In what ways do people experience hunger and food
insecurity the same ways? In what ways might their
potential solutions differ?

● To what extent are causes and possible solutions for
food insecurity similar in the Global North and Global
South? Why?

● What should a food secure community look like?
What would it need?

● In what ways is food connected with power, equity,
identity, knowledge, justice, and sovereignty?

● What is my role in the food system? How do I
influence, and how am I influenced by, the food
system?

SDG ALIGNMENT
#2 Zero Hunger: End hunger, achieve food security and
improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture
#3 Good Health and Well-Being: Ensure healthy lives and
promote well-being for all at all ages
#5 Gender Equality: Achieve gender equality and
empower all women
#10 Reduced Inequalities: Reduce inequalities within and
among countries
#13 Climate Action: Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts

BACKGROUND

The world entering the third decade of the 21st century
faces an array of complex challenges — the COVID-19
pandemic, climate change, struggles for equity and
justice, challenges to the post-World War II international
order, to name just a few. These challenges have
increased the number of people who are hungry and
facing food insecurity with nearly ¼ of US Americans
experiencing food insecurity in 2020 including 13 million
US children. At the global scale 1 out of 10 people is
hungry and/or food insecure, and 1 out of 4 people is
malnourished.

These complex challenges have disrupted our supply
chains, workplaces, families, and institutions causing
inflation, drastic increases in demand for food banks, and
straining communities’ public health and support
systems. At the same time Russia’s attack on Ukraine has
devastated and destabilized families, communities, a
nation, and a key food-producing region of Europe.

These massive global disruptions cause new chaos while
at the same time shedding light on existing dysfunctional
systems, including the root causes of why people are
hungry and food insecure in a world that has and wastes
an extraordinary amount of food. With the human
population projected to be 10 billion by 2050, ending
hunger and addressing the roots of food insecurity is vital
and urgent.

The world is halfway to the end of the Sustainable
Development Goals, yet we are not on track to end
hunger (SDG #2) by 2030. Children, women, people
struggling in human-made conflicts, students, elderly
people, and people living in poverty in the Global North
and South alike all face insecure and unpredictable access
to food, income, land, water, and resources.

Transcending simple calls to increase food production,
availability, and charity, food-related stakeholders around
the world are calling for systemic change that leads not
just to Zero Hunger, but to food justice, food sovereignty,
and the fulfillment of the human right to food. Some
stakeholders seeking to end hunger emphasize
data-gathering, technical expertise, and building
food-distribution infrastructure; others seek a just
transition sprouting from the grassroots, centering
restorative justice, indigenous knowledge, and land
stewardship; upending industrial and post-colonial food
and land systems and power relations at every scale from
international to interpersonal; planting the seeds for
scaling up regenerative agriculture, agroecology; and
tackling the structural and cultural root causes of hunger
from an intersectional perspective.
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/02/magazine/food-insecurity-hunger-us.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal3
https://www.worldsavvy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Food-Deserts.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal5
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal10
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13
https://www.worldsavvy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Climate-Change-and-Food-Security.pdf
https://www.worldsavvy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Climate-Change-and-Food-Security.pdf
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RESOURCES

Personal Stories
● Agroecology: Putting Food Sovereignty into Action

(WhyHunger)
● Through Her Eyes: The Struggle for Food Sovereignty

(WhyHunger)
● A Day in the Life: America’s Hungry Children (Bill

Moyers)
● Voices from the Food Systems Summit (UN)
● GoodFood4All Sept 2021 summit (UN)
● America at Hunger’s Edge (NYT)
● Poets Speak Back to Hunger (Poetry X Hunger)
● Living the Just Transition (Climate Justice Alliance)
● Food Sovereignty: Climate Justice Alliance (CJA)
● What Do We Mean By Just Transition? (CJA)
● Global Network for Right to Food & Nutrition (FIAN)
● Food Sovereignty-Nicaragua Solidarity Campaign (La

Via Campesina)
● Personal Storytelling Related to Hunger & Food

Security (Why Hunger)

Art
● Zero Hunger Murals, NY, Houston (Street Art for

Mankind)
● Hunger Reimagined: The Story of Food Insecurity Told

through Sculpture (Northeastern University)
● Poetry X Hunger,
● We Cannot Go It Alone: How the Art World is Helping

Fight Food Insecurity (Guardian)
● From Food Poverty to Food Sovereignty (U of Glasgow)

Articles
● MN Food Leaders and Organizations (Slow Food MN)
● World Food Programme on Hunger (WFP)
● Justice: Transforming the Food System (C2C)
● Danone: Corporate Work Toward SDG #2 (Danone)
● 7 Priorities to End Hunger & Protect the Planet

(Nature)
● Inequality, Hunger, & Malnutrition: Power Matters (
● 10 Innovations that Tackle World Hunger (Borgen)
● Global Poverty & Hunger (Action Against Hunger)
● Food Crimes: Why WFP Doesn’t Deserve the Nobel

Peace Prize (The Elephant African perspectives)
● Food Insecurity & Hunger in Rich Countries: It Is Time

for Action Against Inequality (IJERPH)
● Rising Hunger: Facing a Food-Insecure World (CFR)
● Country Case Studies (Global Hunger Index)
● Food Waste & Hunger (Edible Michiana)
● The Human Right to Adequate Food (U of MN Human

Rights)
● Hunger & Food Insecurity Are Not the Same (The

Counter)
● Food Justice (Oregon Tilth)
● Food Sovereignty (US Food Sovereignty Alliance)

Audio
● A Just Transition, Agroecology, Urban Farming in Philly

(CJA)
● Nourish: Regenerative Agriculture (MN350)
● Laying Down Tracks (9-part podcast series on food,

people, and the planet)
● Table for 10 Billion (World Bank)
● Hacking Hunger (WFP)
● Food Security/Insecurity in Canada (U of Toronto)
● An Idiot’s Guide to Saving the World - Episode 3 (Global

Goals)

Data
● Research & Data (Minnesota Hunger Initiative)
● Minnesota Food Insecurity: Continuing Disparities &

Need for Multi-Sector Solutions (Wilder)
● Interactive Data on Hunger (Feeding America)
● Health Costs of Hunger in America (Bread for the

World Institute)
● Food Insecurity in US by the Numbers (NPR)
● Sustainable Development Goal 2: Zero Hunger (UN)
● Hunger & Undernourishment (Our World in Data)
● Foreign Aid & World Health (The Borgen Project)
● Decade of Action on Nutrition (UN)
● Hunger & Nutrition Commitment Index (HANCI)

Photos/Images
● America at Hunger’s Edge (NYT)
● Good Food For All Photo Competition (UN)
● Political Cartoons on Hunger (Cartoon Movement)
● Global Hunger Cartoons (The Cartoonist)
● The Art & Politics of Eating (U of Glasgow)

Social Media & Interactives
● Get involved with WFP on social media
● Take the WFP Hunger Quiz
● Map the US Meal Gap (Feeding America)
● Interactive Map: Tracking World Hunger & Food

Insecurity

Videos
● The Right to Food: A People’s Struggle (FIAN)
● Closing the Hunger Gap: From Charity to Justice

(WhyHunger)
● Community Solidarity & Hunger Relief (TED)
● Food Systems Summit Sept 2021 (UN)
● Good Food For All (UN)
● The Epicenter Strategy (The Hunger Project)
● Why Foreign Aid is Harmful (Dambisa Moyo)
● The Future of Aid (Winnie Byanyima)
● Detroit Black Community Food Security Network -

Food, Race & Justice (Malik Yakini)
● Our Common Purpose - Detroit Food Commons

(Kresge)
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https://whyhunger.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/agroecology-putting-food-sovereignty-in-action.pdf
https://whyhunger.org/category/publications/through-her-eyes/
https://billmoyers.com/2015/01/30/witnesses-hunger-photo-slideshow/
https://unfoodsystems.org/infotainment-summit.php
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0G7djhjx5E5zkcN6_60mmJOhpEH8ToPX
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/02/magazine/food-insecurity-hunger-us.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.poetryxhunger.com/uploads/1/2/5/7/125799040/poetsspeakbacktohunger.pdf
https://storysnapshots.climatejusticealliance.org/
https://climatejusticealliance.org/workgroup/food-sovereignty/
https://climatejusticealliance.org/just-transition/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZytp3xNzOw
https://viacampesina.org/en/covid-19-agroecology-and-food-sovereignty-webinar/
https://whyhunger.org/storytelling/
https://whyhunger.org/storytelling/
https://streetartmankind.org/zero-hunger/
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/zero-hunger-mural-united-nations/JAXxGlDTbZmJLQ?hl=en
https://abc13.com/zero-hunger-mural-where-is-the-houstons-largest-art-installation-in-houston/10416889/
https://news.northeastern.edu/2021/09/07/food-insecurity-represented-through-sculpture/
https://news.northeastern.edu/2021/09/07/food-insecurity-represented-through-sculpture/
https://www.poetryxhunger.com/prompts-to-help-you-get-started.html
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2020/dec/17/us-food-insecurity-artists-galleries-exhibitions-auctions
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2020/dec/17/us-food-insecurity-artists-galleries-exhibitions-auctions
https://vimeo.com/637388685
https://www.slowfoodmn.org/folks-we-love
https://www.wfpusa.org/
https://www.foodjustice.org/food-justice
https://www.danone.com/impact/un-sustainable-developement-goals/sdg2-zero-hunger.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-02331-x
https://www.globalhungerindex.org/issues-in-focus/2017.html
https://borgenproject.org/tag/end-world-hunger/
https://www.actionagainsthunger.org/global-poverty-hunger-facts
https://www.theelephant.info/op-eds/2020/10/16/food-crimes-why-wfp-doesnt-deserve-the-nobel-peace-prize/#
https://www.theelephant.info/op-eds/2020/10/16/food-crimes-why-wfp-doesnt-deserve-the-nobel-peace-prize/#
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6572174/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6572174/
https://www.cfr.org/article/rising-hunger-facing-food-insecure-world
https://www.globalhungerindex.org/case-studies/
https://ediblemichiana.ediblecommunities.com/food-thought/food-waste-and-hunger-infographic
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/edumat/IHRIP/circle/modules/module12.htm
https://thecounter.org/hunger-food-insecurity-covid-19-feeding-america/
https://tilth.org/stories/food-justice-definitions/
http://usfoodsovereigntyalliance.org/what-is-food-sovereignty/
https://soundcloud.com/user-341730469/episode-11-agroecology-urban-farming-in-philly-with-soil-generation
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS8xMzU2NDUxLnJzcw?sa=X&ved=0CAMQ4aUDahcKEwjw_7HN5KX2AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAQ
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/laying-down-tracks
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/series/table-for-10-billion
https://www.wfpusa.org/newsroom/?search_types=podcasts&offset=0
https://proof.utoronto.ca/healthy-cities-in-the-sdg-era-podcast-zero-hunger/
https://www.globalgoals.org/podcast/
http://mnhungerinitiative.org/research-and-data/
https://www.wilder.org/articles/new-food-insecurity-data-highlight-minnesotas-continuing-disparities-and-need-multi-sector
https://www.wilder.org/articles/new-food-insecurity-data-highlight-minnesotas-continuing-disparities-and-need-multi-sector
https://www.feedingamerica.org/research/interactive-data
http://www.hungerreport.org/costofhunger/
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/27/912486921/food-insecurity-in-the-u-s-by-the-numbers
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/
https://ourworldindata.org/hunger-and-undernourishment
https://borgenproject.org/foreign-aid/
https://www.un.org/nutrition/
http://www.hancindex.org/hanci/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/02/magazine/food-insecurity-hunger-us.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://sdg2advocacyhub.org/news/good-food-all-photo-competition
https://cartoonmovement.com/collection/hunger
https://www.cartoonistgroup.com/subject/The-Global+Hunger-Comics-and-Cartoons.php
http://theartandpoliticsofeating.com/
https://www.wfpusa.org/get-involved/
https://quiz.wfpusa.org/quiz/hunger/
https://map.feedingamerica.org/
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/interactive-map-tracking-global-hunger-and-food-insecurity/
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/interactive-map-tracking-global-hunger-and-food-insecurity/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxTD7N3CiRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1KOkeF1m68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v76MyFuXfqc
https://unfoodsystems.org/ondemand-summit.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AADrqIYsbJ8&t=14s
https://thp.org/what-we-do/where-we-work/africa/epicenter-strategy/
https://www.jonathanlea.net/blog/why-foreign-aid-is-harmful/
https://beta.ifad.org/de/web/latest/-/video/ifad-lecture-winnie-byanyima-on-the-future-of-aid
https://kalliopeia.org/grantee-partner/detroit-black-community-food-security-network/
https://kalliopeia.org/grantee-partner/detroit-black-community-food-security-network/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ui3qiT7Srns
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● Hunger & Undernutrition: What Do We Know? (IDS)
● Food Riots & Food Rights (IDS)
● Zero Hunger: Logistics (TED Talk excerpts)
● From Emergency to Resilience: Building a Better Food

System for New York City

Reports
● America’s Food Banks Say Charity Won’t End Hunger

(WhyHunger)
● For the Right to Food & Nutrition (FIAN)
● Food for Peace report, video (USAID Foreign Policy)
● Hunger & Food Insecurity (FAO)
● The State of Food Security & Nutrition in the World 2021

(FAO)
● Beyond Food Deserts: America Needs a New Approach

to Mapping Food Insecurity (Brookings)
● Hungry at Thanksgiving: A Fall 2020 Update on Food

Insecurity in the US (Brookings)
● Food Insecurity: College Students (GAO)
● SDG #2 in China (UNDP)
● SDG #2 in India (UN)
● SDG #2 in Latin America & Caribbean (2030 Agenda

LAC)
● Hunger & Poverty in America (FRAC)
● How to Feed 10 Billion People (UNEP)

Related World Savvy case studies
Climate Change & Food Security
Food Deserts
Climate Change - Somalia
Poverty & Its Effects in Central America
Chinampas - Ancient Ways Today
GMOs & Food Technology - Philippines, Mexico & India
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKv6G0Zw4UI&t=190s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wye56o-bpGE&t=66s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLldS3S_AOI
https://foodtank.com/news/2022/04/from-emergency-to-resilience-building-a-better-food-system-for-new-york-city/
https://foodtank.com/news/2022/04/from-emergency-to-resilience-building-a-better-food-system-for-new-york-city/
https://whyhunger.org/our-work/resources/cthg-report/
https://www.fian.org/en/
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/FY2018_FFP_Annual_Report_508_compliant.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/who-we-are/organization/bureaus/bureau-democracy-conflict-and-humanitarian-assistance/office-food
https://www.fao.org/hunger/en/
https://www.fao.org/3/cb4474en/online/cb4474en.html
https://www.brookings.edu/research/beyond-food-deserts-america-needs-a-new-approach-to-mapping-food-insecurity/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/beyond-food-deserts-america-needs-a-new-approach-to-mapping-food-insecurity/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/11/23/hungry-at-thanksgiving-a-fall-2020-update-on-food-insecurity-in-the-u-s/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/11/23/hungry-at-thanksgiving-a-fall-2020-update-on-food-insecurity-in-the-u-s/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-19-95.pdf
https://www.cn.undp.org/content/china/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-2-zero-hunger.html
https://in.one.un.org/page/sustainable-development-goals/zero-hunger-programme-sdg-2/
https://agenda2030lac.org/en/sdg/2-zero-hunger
https://frac.org/hunger-poverty-america
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/how-feed-10-billion-people
https://www.worldsavvy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Climate-Change-and-Food-Security.pdf
https://www.worldsavvy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Food-Deserts.pdf
https://www.worldsavvy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Climate-Change-Somalia.pdf
https://www.worldsavvy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/PovertyandItsEffectsinCentralAmerica.pdf
https://www.worldsavvy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CHINAMPAS-Ancient-Ways-Today-.pdf
https://www.worldsavvy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/GMO-1.pdf

