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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS  
#3: Good Health and Wellbeing  
#6: Clean Water and Sanitation 
#10: Reduced Inequalities 
 
 
POSSIBLE ESSENTIAL QUESTION 

• What were the causes of the Flint 
water crisis and how is it still 
impacting the community?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The city of Flint, Michigan is home to about 100,000 
people and is located in Mid-Michigan along the 
Flint River. For a long time, car factories in Flint 
were a major source of money and jobs for the 
community. When car factories began to close, the 
city shrank and communities suffered with less 
money. In 2014, the local government in Flint tried 
to save money and decided to stop buying water 
from a nearby city, Detroit. Detroit got their water 
from Lake Huron, but Flint decided to start taking 
water from the Flint River instead. In less than 2 
months after switching to river water, people 
started getting sick from using and drinking the 
new water because of bacteria and lead. The 
government tried to hide the problems at first, so 
the actions to improve the crisis were not done in 
time. In the months and years after the switch, 
many people in Flint were harmed by the water 
and many are still suffering the effects, even after 
switching back to Lake Huron water. Over half of 
Flint’s residents are Black and many are living in 
poverty, so this crisis shows the severe effects of 
inequality and systemic racism. The effects are 
long lasting and include more than just physical 
health. The city is still working to heal their minds 
and bodies, and rebuild the city’s name in a 
positive way.  
  
KEY VOCABULARY  

• community 
• contamination 
• corrosive 
• inequality 
• lead poisoning 
• public health crisis  
• systemic racism 

 
 
  



RESOURCES 
 
Personal Stories 

• Future Women of America: 
Meet Mari Copeny (Video: 3 
mins, Brit + Co)  

• Flint Water Crisis Documentary 
(Video: 10 mins, PBS, Detroit 
Free Press)  

• Hard to Swallow by Mama Sol, 
Faces of Flint (Video: 2.5 mins, 
WKAR PBS) 

 
Background 

• Article: The Water Crisis in Flint, 
Michigan (DOGO News) 

• Article: Basic Information about 
Lead in Drinking Water (EPA) 

• Infographic: Water Treatment 
from Reservoir to Home 
(Compound Interest)  

• Infographic: How lead affects 
children’s health (Tech Insider)  

• Graph: Flint reaches five-year 
milestone of meeting drinking 
water standards for lead 
(Michican.gov)  

• Timeline:  Flint Water Crisis 
Timeline (NRDC) 

• Video: A Look Inside the Flint 
Water Crisis (3.5 mins, M Live) 

 
Problems + Perspectives  

• Art: Haves and Have Nots (by 
KeShaJo)  

• Article: Read the letter from 
‘Little Miss Flint’ that stirred 
Obama to visit Flint (LA Times)  

• Article: Flint water crisis: Report 
says systemic racism played role 
(CNN) 

• Article: The pandemic has 
exposed America’s clean water 
crisis (Vox)  

• Photos: 5 years of the Flint water 
crisis in pictures (M Live) 

• Video: Uncovering the Flint 
Water Crisis: Dr. Mona Hanna-

Attisha (3 mins, Penguin Random House) 
• Video: Gov. Rick Snyder answers questions about 

Flint water crisis (5 mins, WDIV) 
• Video: Flint water crisis 'a racial crime' (1.5 mins, 

CNN) 
• Video: Flint residents still wary of water years 

after contamination (3 mins, CBS) 
• Video: Why Flint residents are still dealing with 

water worries, 5 years after lead crisis (7 mins- 
PBS) 

• Video: Flint marks eight years since start of the 
water crisis (3 mins, ABC 12 News) 

 
Progress + Solutions  

• Art: Flint Fit 
• Article: Wait. Flint Is Still Without Clean Water? 

How Can I Help? (Teaching Tolerance) 
• Article: Flint Murals Show Transformative Power 

of Community Art (Next City)  
• Article + Video: Never underestimate Flint Kids 

(Flint Side)  
• Video: The Water Box in Flint (16 mins, project 

begins at 07:19, 501CTHREE)  
• Video: The Story of Little Miss Flint (3 mins - 

Sojourners)  
• Webpage: Flint Community Water Lab (Flint 

Development Center)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ML2dRP9i3FQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ML2dRP9i3FQ
https://www.pbs.org/video/miweek-flint-water-documentary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcemoUudYkU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcemoUudYkU
https://www.dogonews.com/2016/1/20/the-water-crisis-in-flint-michigan
https://www.dogonews.com/2016/1/20/the-water-crisis-in-flint-michigan
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water
https://i0.wp.com/www.compoundchem.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/The-Water-Treatment-Process.png?w=1323&ssl=1
https://i0.wp.com/www.compoundchem.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/The-Water-Treatment-Process.png?w=1323&ssl=1
https://i.insider.com/56a7cf3fdd08950d0d8b4691?width=1200&format=jpeg&auto=webp
https://i.insider.com/56a7cf3fdd08950d0d8b4691?width=1200&format=jpeg&auto=webp
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/newsroom/press-releases/2021/07/22/flint-reaches-five-year-milestone-of-meeting-drinking-water-standards-for-lead
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/newsroom/press-releases/2021/07/22/flint-reaches-five-year-milestone-of-meeting-drinking-water-standards-for-lead
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/newsroom/press-releases/2021/07/22/flint-reaches-five-year-milestone-of-meeting-drinking-water-standards-for-lead
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/flint-water-crisis-everything-you-need-know#sec-timeline
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/flint-water-crisis-everything-you-need-know#sec-timeline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMfN5PkQ60Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMfN5PkQ60Q
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/d9/cd/1c/d9cd1c9e0a72507f41445fc8c41ddfb9.jpg
https://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-read-little-miss-flint-letter-20160504-snap-htmlstory.html
https://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-read-little-miss-flint-letter-20160504-snap-htmlstory.html
https://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-read-little-miss-flint-letter-20160504-snap-htmlstory.html
https://www.cnn.com/2017/02/18/politics/flint-water-report-systemic-racism/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2017/02/18/politics/flint-water-report-systemic-racism/index.html
https://www.vox.com/identities/2020/4/17/21223565/coronavirus-clean-water-crisis-america
https://www.vox.com/identities/2020/4/17/21223565/coronavirus-clean-water-crisis-america
https://www.vox.com/identities/2020/4/17/21223565/coronavirus-clean-water-crisis-america
https://www.mlive.com/news/g66l-2019/04/da855b67859850/5-years-of-the-flint-water-crisis-in-pictures.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/g66l-2019/04/da855b67859850/5-years-of-the-flint-water-crisis-in-pictures.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-KaqTyuVJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-KaqTyuVJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-KaqTyuVJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kl6VNKAg9G0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kl6VNKAg9G0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bciXJdz2YE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ud4ZmU8ozx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ud4ZmU8ozx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNlLHXglPfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNlLHXglPfo
https://www.abc12.com/video/flint-marks-eight-years-since-start-of-the-water-crisis/video_ac4950a2-c47b-52f5-b986-1edc8048b6c4.html
https://www.abc12.com/video/flint-marks-eight-years-since-start-of-the-water-crisis/video_ac4950a2-c47b-52f5-b986-1edc8048b6c4.html
http://www.queensmuseum.org/flint-fit/about/
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/wait-flint-is-still-without-clean-water-how-can-i-help
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/wait-flint-is-still-without-clean-water-how-can-i-help
https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/flint-murals-show-transformative-power-of-community-art
https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/flint-murals-show-transformative-power-of-community-art
https://www.flintside.com/inthenews/FlintKidsAre.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_J7fgRguBY
https://sojo.net/media/story-little-miss-flint
https://www.patronicity.com/project/flint_water_education_center#!/

