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POSSIBLE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

• How do societal structures 
encourage or discourage the 
rise of hate groups? 

• What trends lead to the rise of 
hate groups?  

• What are some commonalities 
or differences across hate 
groups? 

• How have hate groups evolved 
since World War II? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
After World War II, new organizations formed with 
varying degrees of support for Nazi principles. While a 
small minority of American neo-Nazis drew public 
attention, most operated discreetly, so they could 
recruit, organize and raise funds without interference or 
harassment. American neo-Nazis are known to attack, 
torment, and harass non-white people, LGBT people, 
people with disabilities, and people with different 
political or religious opinions.  

Since 2014, the Southern Poverty Law Center has 
reported an increase in the number of hate groups 
operating in the United States. There are now more 
anti-Muslim, anti-immigrant, anti-LGBT, white 
nationalist, neo-Nazi, neo-Confederate and black 
separatist organizations. The sharpest increase in the 
last two years has been among anti-Muslim groups. 
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
March of 2020, we have also seen an increase in hate 
crimes against the Asian community all across the 
world, largely due to the location of the first case of 
Coronavirus in Wuhan, China.    

 
RESOURCES 
 
Personal Stories 

• Hate Crime Victim Pushes for Education Over 
Punishment (KOIN) 

• Neo-Nazi Skinhead is Now Trying to Stop Modern 
Age Hate Groups (Upworthy) 

• Inside the Stories of Hate Crime Survivors in 
America (WBUR)  

• Victims of Anti-Asian Attacks Reflect a Year into 
Pandemic (PBS)  

• 1 in 4 American Jews Say They Experienced 
Antisemitism in the Last Year (NPR)  

 
Articles 

• After Internment (University of Washington) 
• Combating Holocaust Denial (USHMM) 
• Hate groups increase for second consecutive 

year (SPLC) 
• Study: ‘Hate’ groups explode on social media 

(USA Today)  
• Brief History of Anti-Semitism (ADL)  
• Vandalized Capitol Hill synagogue calls for 

pushback against toxic expression (Seattle 

https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/law-justice/vandals-target-seattle-jewish-temple-spray-paint-with-graffiti/
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Times)  
• Donald Trump’s Rise Has 

Coincided With an Explosion of 
Hate Group (The Nation) 

• More Than 9,000 Anti-Asian 
Incidents Have Been Reported 
Since The Pandemic Began 
(NPR) 

 
Data  

• SPLC - Hate Map (SPL Center)  
• Audit: Anti-Semitic Assaults Rise 

Dramatically Across the Country 
in 2015 (ADL) 

 
Images 

• Hate in the Age of Trump Photo 
Essay (New Republic)  

• WWII Propaganda: The 
Influence of Racism (University 
of Missouri) 

• US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum - 500 Years of 
Antisemitic Propaganda 
(Newsela) 

• Esquire - Look at These 
Powerful Images from the 
Protests Against Asian 
American Violence  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Videos 
• 2016 hate groups followed politics and became 

very anti-muslim (USA Today) 
• Race Matters (PBS)  
• Hate Rising with Jorge Ramos (Fusion TV) 

 
Websites 

• Southern Poverty Law Center  
• Anti-Defamation League   
• Center for Problem Oriented Policing  
• Muslim Jewish Advisory Council  
• Talk and Take Action: Guides to Countering 

Antisemitism (Nickelodeon)  
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